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Recipient means an organization re-
ceiving an award directly from NIST
under the Program.

Small-sized business means a business
that is independently owned and oper-
ated, is organized for profit, has fewer
than 500 employees, and meets the
other requirements found in 13 CFR
part 121.

Societal challenge means a problem or
issue confronted by society that when
not addressed could negatively affect
the overall function and quality of life
of the Nation, and as such justifies gov-
ernment attention.

State, except for the limited purpose
described in paragraph (1) of this sec-
tion, means any of the several States
of the United States, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, and any territory or possession
of the United States, or any agency or
instrumentality of a State exclusive of
local governments. The term does not
include any public and Indian housing
agency under the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937.

Subaward means an award of finan-
cial assistance made under an award by
a recipient to an eligible subrecipient
or by a subrecipient to a lower tier sub-
recipient. The term includes financial
assistance when provided by any legal
agreement, even if the legal agreement
is called a contract, but does not in-
clude procurement of goods and serv-
ices.

Subrecipient means the legal entity to
which a subaward is made and which is
accountable to the recipient for the use
of the funds provided.

Transformational results means poten-
tial project outcomes that enable dis-
ruptive changes over and above current
methods and strategies. Trans-
formational results have the potential
to radically improve our understanding
of systems and technologies, chal-
lenging the status quo of research ap-
proaches and applications.

United States owned company means a
for-profit organization, including sole
proprietors, partnerships, limited 1i-
ability companies (LLCs), and corpora-
tions, that has a majority ownership by
individuals who are citizens of the
United States.

§296.5

§296.3 Types of assistance available.

Subject to the limitations of this sec-
tion and §296.4, assistance under this
part is available to eligible companies
or joint ventures that request either of
the following:

(a) Single company awards: No award
given to a single company shall exceed
a total of $3,000,000 over a total of 3
years.

(b) Joint venture awards: No award
given to a joint venture shall exceed a
total of $9,000,000 over a total of 5
years.

§296.4 Limitations on assistance.

(a) The Federal share of a project
funded under the Program shall not be
more than 50 percent of total project
costs.

(b) Federal funds awarded under this
Program may be used only for direct
costs and not for indirect costs, profits,
or management fees.

(c) No large-sized business may re-
ceive funding as a recipient or sub-
recipient of an award under the Pro-
gram. When procured in accordance
with procedures established under the
Procurement Standards required by
part 14 of Subtitle A of this title, re-
cipients may procure supplies and
other expendable property, equipment,
real property and other services from
any party, including large-sized busi-
nesses.

(d) If a project ends before the com-
pletion of the period for which an
award has been made, after all allow-
able costs have been paid and appro-
priate audits conducted, the unspent
balance of the Federal funds shall be
returned by the recipient to the Pro-
gram.

§296.5 Eligibility requirements for
companies and joint ventures.

Companies and joint ventures must
be eligible in order to receive funding
under the Program and must remain
eligible throughout the life of their
awards.

(a) A company shall be eligible to re-
ceive an award from the Program only
if:

(1) The company is a small-sized or
medium-sized business that is incor-
porated in the United States and does a
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